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INTRODUCTION 
The Maccabi GB Year so far 

 
aŀŎŎŀōƛ D.Ωǎ dedication to the Jewish sport, health and wellbeing keeps growing from strength-to-
strength and we continue to offer a fantastic range of projects, programmes and events to keep Anglo-
Jewry active. 
 
Our Community Sports Programme provided regular outlets for Jewish people of all ages and abilities 
to take part in sporting activities all year round. Notable highlights include the Community Netball Day 
which saw a record number of participants (130) sell-out the event and enjoy playing the sport 
ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ Iǳō ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
established just for the event; The Maccabi GB Table Tennis Fun Zone which, alongside the National 
Shul Table Tennis League (NSTTL) Championships, welcomed 90 players who turned up throughout 
the day and played in a friendly, non-competitive environment whilst getting top coaching tips from 
MGB Sports Coordinators; and the brand new MGB 3-v-3 Streetball Tournament was held for 30 keen 
Basketball players to compete in the small-sided element of the game.  
 
The Maccabi GB Sport, Health & Wellbeing (SHW) initiative addressed aspects of exercise which do 
not necessarily involve competition and extensive physical exertion. The Maccabi GB Jewish Walking 
Tour of London ς one of the most popular aspects of the programme ς returned in February, allowing 
participants to get active at their own pace whilst exploring fresher sides to Jewish London they may 
never have seen before. The same Programme saw us host the annual Maccabi GB Community Dog 
Walk in June. One of the most popular and unique events in our calendar, it helped over 200 humans 
exercise around Mill Hill Park, using their pets as inspiration. 
 
We hosted the largest event within the SHW umbrella - the Maccabi GB Community Fun Run (MGB 
CFR). Billed as the largest Jewish sporting fundraiser in the UK, нлмсΩǎ incarnation smashed all records 
before it including the record for most charities involved (62 eclipsing the previous 48 from 2015) and 
even welcomed 7 communal Schools as options to fundraise for. Additionally, the day welcomed more 
runners, joggers and walkers than ever before (2,500 participants) as it celebrated its 10th Anniversary 
by welcoming 4,500 people overall to Allianz Park. Staying with major events and we hosted a 
partnership event with young UJIA: Behind the Scenes with Ben Winston, in April, which had the 
director and producer talk about his Jewish roots, his affiliation to both organisations and his work to 
a sold-out room of 75 young professionals. On the sporting side, April welcomed over 70 athletes of 
all ages, form across the UK, to the Maccabi GB Table Tennis Championships 2016. We also held our 
first ever Maccabi GB Invitational Golf Fundraiser. The event, in June, sold out, as 80 golfers took part 
in proceedings at the Dyrham Park Country Club in Herts.  
 
PǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ Ŧƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜŀƳ D.Ωǎ нлth Maccabiah Games. Many Sports Chairs, Managers and 
Coaches have been appointed and trials for athletes are ongoing. With the help of Maccabi GB Life 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ [ƻǊŘ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ YŜǎǘŜƴōŀǳƳΣ ǿŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ¢ŜŀƳ D.Ωǎ aŀŎŎŀōƛŀƘ DŀƳŜǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
in a unique event at the House of Lords in June. There were also a number of trials and training sessions 
ŦƻǊ aŀŎŎŀōƛ D.Ωǎ W// aŀŎŎŀōƛ DŀƳŜǎ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
we will be taking a delegation to America for the JCC Maccabi Artsfest 2016. Finally, we were proud 
to send a Maccabi GB Delegation to the European Maccabi Football Trophy (EMFT) in the Costa del 
Sol, Spain, this summer. Our athletes returned home with a double silver ς in Open Football and Open 
Futsal.  
 



Away from the sporting scene (but still away from the UK) and Maccabi GB were proud to send 
emissaries to Poland for the March of the Living Tour 2016. Whilst there they learnt about the inspiring 
stories from the Holocaust and walked from Auschwitz to Birkenau. 
 
In May, Maccabi GB sent a number of Senior Representatives to Israel for the Annual Maccabi World 
Union Plenary and International Maccabiah Committee Meetings. We also had young participants as 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ CƻǊǳƳ όC[CύΦ Our commitment to Israel and, in a separate vein, 
members of the Community with learning difficulties, was underlined with our preparations for the 
Maccabi GB Challenge Israel Tour later this year. Fourteen young participants and their Leaders took 
part in only the second ever Residential Orientation Weekend, which gave them the opportunity to 
meet their tour mates and leaders and experience two nights away from home in preparation of their 
trip. We also helped change the lives of 16 young, Jewish children with moderate/severe physical, 
mental, emotional and learning disabilities by funding the Maccabi GB Cycle Club with Step by Step as 
part of a Community partnership. 
 
The Maccabi GB Sports Coordinators continue to work tirelessly to provide our young, communal 
athletes with sports sessions, lessons and workshops to remain active and improve their skills. In 
addition to the 550 School Sports Sessions and 16 School Sports Tournaments we held since the turn 
of the year, we put on the first ever MGB Pesach Multi-sports Clinic for 40 young Table Tennis players 
and female footballers. We also held the annual Simchat Hamayim Schools Swimming Gala, which was 
attended by 350 people in total (150 of them swimmers). In an exciting development, we now provide 
Sports Provisions for two new Charedi Schools ς Talmud Torah Tiferes Shlomoh and Lubavitch Boys' 
Primary School. 
 
Streetwise and Leadership by Streetwise are two other key areas of our work and help us reach more 
than 22,000 young members of the Community each year. Thousands of pupils were engaged by 
Streetwise between April and June 2016 via the likes of the Transition to Secondary School Campaign 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘǊŜŜǘǿƛǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ. In 
June the latest in a long line of communal leaders graduated from the Alan Senitt Community 
Leadership Programme 2016. Leadership by Streetwise also continued a strong 2015/2016 Year by 
hosting their latest Residential Weekends in Spring and Summer for over 80 young people combined. 
 
Maccabi GB @ Kulanu ς the communal centre which we have overseen the day-to-day management 
of since 2015 - enables us to host more varied events than ever before. The last three months has 
seen the venue host multiple communal sports clubs, a Maccabi GB Sports Clinics, for young people 
to remain active over the School holidays, and a brand new partnership with Stars Nursery. We still 
maintain strong links with the likes of Jewish Care, Chai Cancer Care and Langdon, amongst others, 
and you will read all about our projects with them ς and all our other work ς in the below Report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TEAM GB 
Representing our country and Community abroad 

 
Q2: APRIL ς JUNE 2016 
Since recruitment began for Team GB managers, coaches, athletes, medical personnel and Junior 
Managers in September 2015, preparations for the 20th Maccabiah Games in 2017 have been going 
strong. A number of appointments have been made for Sports Chairs and Management Teams - 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ς and many of the sports either continued their 
trials or held their last sessions in this quarter. Plans are also ongoing ŦƻǊ ¢ŜŀƳ D.Ωǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
educational Maccabiah Games Pre-Camp. We held a unique event in June which saw former Team GB 
Maccabiah and Maccabi GB Honorary Life President, Lord Jonathan Kestenbaum, host an evening at 
ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ¢ŜŀƳ D.Ωǎ нлǘƘ aŀŎŎŀōƛŀƘ DŀƳŜǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
welcomed a number of dignitaries and influential guests, who were exclusively invited to attend at 
the House of Lords. The second of six Management Meetings for the Maccabiah also took place in 
June, inducting and giving specific training to prepare our Management for their roles. 
 

 
Team GB recruitment advert for the 20th Maccabiah Games in Israel 

 
Just as our Maccabiah Delegation is preparing for next summer in IsraelΣ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
representatives are gearing up for the annual JCC Maccabi Games 2016 in Stamford, Connecticut. As 
we saw in the previous Quarterly Report, there was an exciting development in January as MGB 
announced that we will also be participating in the JCC Maccabi ArtsFest 2016, which is a combination 
of performing arts and Jewish & social experiences. Plans are now complete for both competitions, 
with the Heads of Delegation, Management Team and full squads announced in the first six months 
of the year. In total, 60 people will travel to America. Trials took place in January, February and March 



2016 with squads selected for seven sports including Football, Table Tennis, Tennis, Swimming, Golf, 
Lacrosse and Dance. April to June of this year saw those squads train in preparation for their American 
adventure this summer.  
 

 
Team GBΩǎ W// aŀŎŎŀōƛ DŀƳŜǎ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ CƻǊǘ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜ 

 
In June we sent a Delegation to the European Maccabi Football Trophy (EMFT), a biennial tournament 
which saw the best Jewish Football and Futsal talent from around Europe unite in the Costa del Sol, 
Spain, for a weekend of matches and a chance to bond with peers from other Maccabi Territorial 
Organisations (TOs). Both our squads shone, with the Open Football and Futsal teams returning to 
Great Britain with the Silver Medal in their respective sports. 
 

 
aŀŎŎŀōƛ D.Ωǎ Open Football and Futsal Squads both won Silver at the EMFT this quarter 

 
 



Looking ahead 
As has been mentioned, recruitment, trials and training are well-underway for Team GB athletes to 
represent their country and Community in Israel at the Maccabiah Games in 2017. All final squads are 
forecast to be announced over the summer of 2016 and the 20th Maccabiah Games Pre-Camp schedule 
will be finalised by the start of 2017. Staying in 2016 and Team GBΩǎ young JCC Maccabi Games Squad 
will be presented with their official competition kit in July before we wave them goodbye as they travel 
to American in August for the JCC Maccabi Games 2016 in Stamford, Connecticut.  
 

 

 
MAJOR EVENTS 

Engaging our Community in a variety of ways 
 
Q2: APRIL ς JUNE 2016 
There have been plenty of major events which took place in the second quarter of 2016, starting with 
the Maccabi GB National Table Tennis Championships 2016, which will pitted the best Jewish table 
tennis players in the UK against each other. Over 70 participants of all ages, and both genders, took 
to the table and competed during the competition in April. This was closely followed by a joint event 
with our partners, UJIA, which gave participants the opportunity to go Behind the Scenes with Ben 
Winston, the famous director and producer behind One Direction and James Corden was interviewed 
by Heat Magazine Editor, Boyd Hilton, selling out the Everyman Cinema venue where it was held. 
During the night Ben discussed his career, his Jewish identity and his affiliation to UJIA and MGB. In 
May representatives from Maccabi GB joined 10,000 Jewish people from around the world during the 
March of the Living 2016, where participants learned about the incredible stories from the Holocaust 
before walking from Auschwitz to Birkenau in memory of those who did the same during the Shoah. 
 

 
Ben Winston spoke about his affiliation to UJIA and MGB 

 
 



The biggest domestic event of the year was, undoubtedly the Maccabi GB Community Fun Run 2016 
ς which turned out to be the largest event we have ever organised. Held at Allianz Park Sports Stadium 
for the third successive year, the MGB CFR celebrated its 10th Anniversary and broke records across 
the board - most Jewish charities signed-up (62 plus 7 Jewish Schools, which was a first for the event), 
most participants ever (2,500) and most people to attend the event (4,500). In addition to the race 
distances (1km, 5km, 5km Walk, 10km and Tri-Run), there were also opportunities for attendees to 
learn about the partner charities in the Charity Fair, get tips on how to live a healthier lifestyle in the 
Health & Wellbeing Hub and have a great day out with the whole family in the designated Family Fun 
Zone. The day was a true reflection of the work Maccabi GB does in bringing together all members of 
the Community ς regardless of age, ability or level of observance ς under one banner for fantastic, 
Jewish causes.  
 

 
The Chief Rabbi (centre) was one of the race starters at the Maccabi GB Community Fun Run 2016 

 
We capped-off the quarter by holding our first ever Maccabi GB Invitational Golf Fundraiser. The sold-
out, June event, welcomed 80 golfers to Dyrham Park Country Club for a major golfing competition 
for male and female teams. 
 
Looking ahead 
Before ¢ŜŀƳ D.Ωǎ мо-16-year-olds jet off to America to take part in the JCC Maccabi Games & JCC 
Maccabi ArtsFest they will be presented with their official kit at the aforementioned Maccabi GB Kit 
Day. Following Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we plan to host another Fundraising event with the 
annual Maccabi GB AGM following shortly after. The end of the year will be culminated by the Inter-
charity Quiz held by us and the Maccabi GB Sports Awards 2016 will celebrate ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
sporting achievements of the previous twelve months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SPORT, HEALTH & WELLBEING 

Keeping the Community happier and healthier for longer 
 

Q2: APRIL ς JUNE 2016 
The Maccabi GB Sport, Health & Wellbeing (SHW) Programme continues to encourage the Jewish 
Community to maintain a healthier, more active lifestyle without putting emphasis on rigorous activity 
and it has rapidly become a cornerstone of our work. 
 
The biggest SHW event of this quarter was the Maccabi GB Community Dog Walk and Show 2016. 
Over 200 humans with 75 four-legged friends congregated at Mill Hill Park for a unique and enjoyable 
event. The day consisted of a designated walking route, activities for young attendees, dog-related 
stalls, entertainment and competitions. The impact of the day was that the event encouraged 
members of the Community to leave their houses and get active in a Jewish setting using their dogs 
as a means to do so. 
 

 
The Maccabi GB Community Dog Walk sets off 

 
aŀŎŎŀōƛ D.Ωǎ Weekly Sports Clubs are the perfect example of Jewish participants utilising Sport, 
Health & Wellbeing to stay active. Maccabi GB Table Tennis ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŎƻƴǾŜȅƻǊ-
ōŜƭǘΩ ƻŦ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ǝo on to represent the Senior Team in the local league ς where 
they have an impressive six squads across a number of divisions - as well as Team GB at international, 
Jewish Sports Tournaments. Maccabi GB Badminton Club also welcomes a number of passionate 
players every week and our partnership with Hendon Joggers allows us to host a Weekly Running Club 
with Hendon Joggers for keen runners of all fitness levels. 
 
Looking ahead  
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōƛ D. Ψ{ǇƻǊǘΣ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΩ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿŜƭƭ-established, we have a number of 
other initiatives planned this year which will see it evolve and grow in equal measure. These include 
more popular Maccabi GB Jewish Walking Tours (with the next one in Q3) and the annual Lawn Bowls 


